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      Forty musicians from Syosset 
High School were selected for 
the 2019 New York State School 
Music Association (NYSSMA) 
All-State Winter Conference. 
Seventeen students attended the 
conference and twenty-three 
were selected as alternates. The 
conference, was held in Roch-
ester from December 5th to 
8th, invited the state’s top high 
school musicians to partake in 
one of eight ensembles, includ-
ing bands, choruses, orchestras, 
and jazz ensembles. Mr. Salz-
man, Syosset’s Coordinator 
of Fine and Performing Arts, 
recalls: “I remember giving 
a standing ovation to the All-
State performances many times 
while being simply amazed 
by their accomplishments.”
     To be considered for All-State, 
in the spring, sophomores and ju-
niors participate in the NYSSMA 
solo and small ensemble festival, 
where they perform a Level VI 
solo for an adjudicator. They 
are also asked to play scales and 
sight-read music. Syosset High 
School is one of 43 audition sites 
throughout the state. Students 
with the highest scores in each 
of New York’s fifteen regions 
are considered for All-State by 
statewide NYSSMA commit-
tees. Depending on teacher rec-
ommendations, the candidate’s 
previous NYSSMA Solo ratings, 
grades in school, zone repre-
sentation, and other factors, the 
most qualified musicians are 
then notified of their acceptance 
to the conference in October. Al-
ternate statuses are also guaran-
teed to all students who receive 
a 100, but did not make the en-
semble due to size limitations. 
      This year, over 6500 students 
auditioned, but only around 900 

were chosen from the entire 
state. Senior Antonio Bulzomi, 
a trombonist, shared what he 
hopes to get out of the experi-
ence: “I’m looking forward to 
being with a bunch of the best 
musicians in New York and play-
ing music with high expecta-
tions of my peers and I. And I’m 
happy that I can be a part of this 
and make really great music!” 
Four students were selected for 
more than one instrument, and 
so in total, Syosset was offered 
44 positions. Salzman shared his 
opinion of the conference: “Stu-
dents get a very valuable musical 
experience performing with the 
best musicians around New York 
State. My hope is that by going 
to All-State, they will learn a 
tremendous amount and bring it 
back to Syosset to help improve 
and inspire their own ensemble.”
     In addition to the large num-
ber of Syosset students chosen 
for All-State, Pardiss Mehrzad 
(Mixed Choir) and Kevin Xu 
(Symphony Orchestra) were 
selected for the prestigious All-
National Conference in Orlando, 
Florida. The conference was 
held in November and included 
the top 556 elite high school-
ers from all around the nation. 
      Syosset is one of the top 
districts for students to pur-
sue their musical interests and 
has been designated as one of 
the best communities for music 
education by the National Asso-
ciation of Music Merchants for 
nearly two decades. The number 
of All-State honors for Syos-
set has been increasing every 
year and Syosset, once again, 
has among the largest number 
of All-State students in the state. 

Congratulations to the Forty 
Students Selected for All-State 

Music Conference

www.syossetschools.org

 Caroline Hsu
Staff Writer

Merin Thomas
News Editor

      The Awareness Club 
recently held an Opera-
tion Gratitude Halloween 
Give-Back drive. It began 
on Halloween and lasted un-
til November 7th and was 
coordinated by the presi-
dents Gabby Berkowitz and 
Gabby Goldberg.        
      During this drive, candy 
was collected and sent in 
care packages to overseas 
and injured soldiers and their 
families, as well as first re-
sponders. In order to adver-
tise for this event, posters 
were hung up around the 
school and flyers were dis-
tributed to all of the teachers 
in order to be discussed in 
classes. Boxes were set up in 
the classrooms of the health 
classes and at the end of the 
drive, more than six full box-
es of candy were collected. 
      The drive was very suc-
cessful with many generous 
students participating and the 
presidents collected at least 
one to two full bins by the end 
of each day. When I asked 
the president, Gabby Gold-
berg, about the importance 
of the drive, she said, “Many 
people take Halloween and 
the candy they receive for 
granted. People don’t think 
about how active and inac-
tive soldiers don’t get to be  
a part of Halloween and con-
sider what soldiers and those 
in emergency services do 
for us. We raised the candy 
to show our gratitude and 
to include those that cannot 
participate in Halloween.”
      The drive is part of the 
club’s greater mission to be 
involved in the community, 
give back, and raise aware-

ness of various issues in the 
community. The club aims 
to bring awareness to not 
only club members but also 
to the school community. 
      The club also held an 
event called Birthday Wishes 
Birthday in a Box.  Members 
brought in birthday party sup-
plies to complete these boxes 
and decorated them to give to 
children in shelters, allowing 
them the opportunity to have 
birthday parties. Seven box-
es were completed and sent 
to seven children, helping 
them to celebrate their birth-
days. This shows the positive 
impact the Awareness Club 
is making in our community 
by helping those in need for 
something that many Syos-
set students take for granted. 
      Currently, the club is 
also involved in the Annual 
Island Harvest Thanksgiv-
ing food drive and has been 
spreading the news of this 
event throughout the school 
by giving flyers to teachers, 
making posters, and speak-
ing in health and social 
studies classes. The goal is 
to collect non-perishable 
food donations and to ex-
press to students the im-
portance of donating food. 
       So, if you are look-
ing to help those in need 
during the holidays, don’t 
forget to donate to the 
Thanksgiving food drive! 

Candy For a Great Cause

www.operationgratitude.com
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Flames Engulf Southern California
Peter Levy 
Pulse Beats

    Around 1:30 Am on Monday, October 8th, a 
small brush fire was reported in the Sepulveda 
Pass, just northwest of Los Angeles. The Getty 
Fire scorched over 700 acres of Los Angeles sub-
urbs. Furthermore, hundreds were forced to evac-
uate and many lost power, and saw their homes 
destroyed. 
      The drought-stricken area and high winds in 
the West Los Angeles hills made for perfect wild-
fire conditions. These same conditions, however 
,have made the flames so hard to fight for fire-
fighters. What was once a small bush fire explod-
ed in a matter of days to engulf much of the area. 
     This struggle was only exacerbated with the 
formation of two other fires, The Maria fire, and 

the Easy Fire. The Maria Fire which ignited just 
northwest of Los Angeles has already ravaged 
9,400 acres with firefighters only able to contain 
30 percent of it. To the north, the Kincade Fire 
destroyed over 77,000 acres of California’s wine 
country. The list doesn’t stop there; however, 
many other fires have been reported all across 
California. 
      With the state virtually in flames, the situa-
tion only got worse with the manual shutdown 
of power from Pacific Gas and Energy or PG&E. 
The company shut down power lines across the 
region in order to preserve them from getting de-
stroyed by the dangerous conditions. However, 
the power outages led to massive problems for 

over 500,000 customers without power, as well 
as the countless hospitals and businesses that are 
dependent on power on a daily basis.
      While the occurrence of wildfires in California 
is a relatively normal aspect of their ecosystem, 
in recent years the wildfires have gotten stronger 
and the wildfire season has gotten longer.  One 
of the many impacts of global warming has been 
longer droughts and more intense heat spells. As 
the once desolate forested areas are developed, 
fires that would only scorch sparse areas are now 
moving into populated towns. These conditions 
are the ingredients for a perfect storm of destruc-
tion. 

      On Saturday, November 16 the Syosset Relief Group joined the Atlantic 
Marine Conservation Society at a beach cleanup at Lido Beach. The Syosset 
Relief Group, which was started this year, meets every other Thursday after 
school. The group and its volunteer work is associated with the American Red 
Cross. Students in this club engage in activities such as volunteering in events, 
and fund-raising. The money raised is saved up to donate when a disaster strikes 
to help those in need of money and help from crises.  At this volunteering event, 
trash was cleaned up at the beach to help keep marine environments clean and 
wildlife safe. 
      The Atlantic Marine Conservation Society is an organization of biologists 
and volunteers that work to promote marine conservation through action.  
The event began with a representative of the town of Hempstead and the Atlan-
tic Marine Conservation Society instructing the volunteers on how to clean the 
beach. They instructed volunteers to avoid any animal found and objects that 
may be dangerous. The volunteers were then split up into groups, with each per-
son given a pair of gloves to pick up the trash, a garbage bag for disposal, and 
a clipboard with a list of commonly found items. The participants were told to 
tally each item they found, to inform the town about what items they should be 

cautious about. At the end of the event, the tallies were added up to see which 
items of trash are most abundant on the beach, which indicate to the town that 
these items are causing the most issues. 
Some of the more commonly found items included bottle caps, plastic bags, and 
other plastic pieces. 
      Over 140 participants came to help clean the beach, including 50 students 
from Syosset High School. Some of the other volunteers present were students 
from Hofstra University. A sophmore, Syosset High School volunteer, said, “I 
think it’s important to help out the community, so cleaning up local beaches 
is a great way to help. I’m glad I was able to help keep the local community 
clean and help preserve marine wildlife through my participation in this beach 
cleanup. I had a lot of fun helping out, and I’m looking forward to participating 
in future events through this club”. 
      Overall, this event was a success, as in the end, a total of 483 pounds of trash 
were picked up from the beach. The next event the club held was a Chipotle fun-
draiser on Monday, November 25. The money raised at this event will be saved 
up and or donated in the future.At the end of the event, each bag was weighed, 
to measure the total amount of trash that was cleaned up.   

Syosset Helps Save the Beaches 
Lexi Langman

Staff Writer
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ISIS Leader Dies in U.S. Raid
Peter Levy
Pulse Beats

Changing the Status Quo with Womxn in STEM
Hallie Diamant

Staff Writer

    Saba Mehrzad has brought a brand new group  to Syosset High School 
called Womxn in STEM. This club wants to empower and inspire womxn 
to participate in the STEM based fields and  explore classes with a focus 
on STEM based careers. 
     What is STEM?  STEM stands for science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.  This field is dominated by men.  Womxn represent less 
than 25% of STEM jobs.  Studies also prove that middle school and high 
school girls become disinterested in STEM subjects.  It is important as a 
high school, and a community, to help in the fight for gender equality. 
    I spoke with Saba Mehrzad, the founder of the club. In her Intro to 
Computer Programming class last year, there were only 5 girls in a class 
of 30-something students.  She said, “Although my teacher, Mr. Chae, 
encouraged us girls to speak up and participate in class, it was still dis-
heartening and a little uncomfortable to be such a small minority in such a 
popular class.”  What made this worse was that since it was an Intro class, 
it is a prerequisite to all the other advanced programming classes at school, 
which means that there is a small number of people who can even continue 
learning how to code.  
    Mehrzad also attended a free coding camp for womxn called Kode with 
Klossy.  She continued, “The two week intensive showed me the impor-
tance of having a community of womxn empowering each other.”  With 

these two events, along with the knowledge of the statistics in regards to 
womxn in STEM, Mehrzad felt that she had to make her mark at Syosset 
High School by empowering and encouraging womxn to get involved in 
STEM.
      Mehrzad says her goal for the Womxn in STEM group is, “to get more 
womxn in the middle school and the high school to break out of their shells 
and explore different careers that they wouldn’t otherwise in order to find 
their passion.”  Mehrzad also says, “I want to be able to make a systemic 
change at our school and flip the statistics that exist.  This group has many 
factors that make it so unique.  No other group focuses on the breadth of 
subjects that womxn and STEM would.  These subjects include but are not 
limited to biology, geometry, computer programming and physics.  Wom-
xn in STEM also serves as a bridge between other clubs such as Pre-Med 
Society, Young Women’s Forum, Girls Who Code and more.  
 I aim to see more womxn participating in STEM classes and school and 
to see them succeed!”  
       Saba Mehrzad and other members of the club want to show you that 
womxn can be in STEM, just as men can.  Womxn in STEM meets every 
other Thursday in room E97.  Join the club and get ready to be a part of 
a group who wants to make you feel empowered to take on the world! 
Womxn in STEM has many activities planned such as guest speakers, 
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    On October 27th, Abu Bakr Al 
Baghdadi,  the leader of ISIS was 
pronounced dead following a suc-
cessful U.S raid.  This comes amidst 
a year-long manhunt for one of the 
most wanted terrorists in the world. 
New details are still emerging about 
the raid’s dramatic conclusion and 
questions are now asked as to what 
happens next. 
    Around 5:00 P.M. the previous 
day, President Trump ordered the 
military raid near the reclusive 
leader’s compound in Northwest 
Syria. As  U.S forces approached,  
helicopters rained down bullets, 
U.S soldiers then stormed the com-
pound and hunted down Baghdadi. 
After two hours, they had cornered 
him in a tunnel under the com-
pound. Seeing no escape, Baghdadi 
detonated his suicide belt killing 
himself and three of his children 
at his side.  By 7:15 PM, a senior 
U.S defense official briefed Trump 
with the phrase “Jackpot”,  the code 
informing him the infamous ISIS 

commander had officially died. 
     The following morning, Presi-
dent Trump held a press conference 
when he officially announced Bagh-
dadi’s death to the world. “Last 
night, the United States brought the 
world’s number one terrorist leader 
to justice, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is 
dead,”  Trump said. He then com-
memorated the brave military war-
riors and the countries who assisted 
U.S forces, most notably Russia, 
Turkey, and Kurdish militias 
       While Baghdadi’s death is a 
major victory for the Trump admin-
istration, his death does not mark 
the end of ISIS. In a statement fol-
lowing the raid, the Speaker of the 
House, Nancy Pelosi, emphasized 
that  “the countless others in the re-
gion and around the world remain 
intent on spreading their influence 
and committing acts of terror.” 

Canada’s Election 2019: Trudeau Re-
tains Power, Loses Majority 

Peter Levy
Pulse Beats

      On October 21st, Canada had its 
Federal election. Incumbent Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, running 
under the Liberal party, was up for 
re-election as were 338 members of 
Canada’s parliament. Even though 
he managed to squeak out enough 
of the popular vote for a second 
term, Trudeau’s party was unable 
to gain enough seats to win a ma-
jority in Parliament. The Liberals, 
therefore,  would have to rely on 
other parties to govern. In his vic-
tory speech, Trudeau defiantly de-
clared “We seek hardship for none 
and prosperity for all, and if we 
unite around these common goals, 
I know we can achieve them,”     
     Unlike the U.S, Canada fol-
lows a parliamentary system in 
which a party doesn’t need to 
have the majority of the seats to 
win. Instead, they simply need 
to gain more seats than other par-
ties. This, in turn, makes parties 
more vulnerable. If they don’t win 
the majority, they will be required 
to court the votes of the opposi-
tion in order to govern effectively. 
     While Trudeau will be able to 
rule, it won’t be easy. If this election 
has proved one thing for certain, it 
is that the one-time political darling 
isn’t as popular as he used to be. 

This election saw the Western prov-
inces of Alberta and Sasketwan vote 
almost entirely against Trudeau, 
echoing the larger divide between 
Eastern and Western Canada.     
      It seems as though many West-
erners feel that the government in 
Ottawa no longer represents their 
best interests,  a sentiment that was 
very evident with the issue of the 
Keystone Pipeline. If approved, 
the pipeline would have been lu-
crative for Canada’s Rocky Moun-
tain region. However, this pipeline 
would also run right through the 
lands of Canada’s indigenous peo-
ple, thus potentially contaminating 
their main water source. Bowing 
to growing environmental and in-
digenous resistance, Trudeau end-
ed its construction of the pipeline. 
      This wouldn’t be the first time 
Trudeau’s actions wound up in the 
crossfire. Earlier this year, Trudeau 
faced scrutiny when an old photo was 
leaked. In the photo, the Prime Min-
ister appears to be wearing black-
face at a Halloween costume party. 
     While Canada’s “Comeback 
Kid” managed to escape the jaws of 
defeat this time, this election proves 
that total victory is never inevitable. 
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The Inside Scoop on Cabaret
Diya Pindiprolu

Staff Writer

        Cabaret Night is an amazing and enjoyable night of music.  The “din-
ner and a show” event presented a series of performances accompanied by 
a professional band. Cabaret features Syosset’s choirs as well as many so-
los, duets, trios, and even quartet performances. The evening also includ-
ed dinner and dessert.  The dinner was organized by the PTA and thanks to 
them the night was a success! Many Syosset restaurants were kind enough 
to donate their food and service for the night. Local restaurants such as 
Chipotle, Marios, Village Heros, Moca, Butera’s and many more sup-
plied delicious food for the students, parents, and teachers who attended. 
      Once the dinner ended, families and community members rushed to 
the auditorium to see the entertainment of the night.  The show opened 
with all of the choir groups together such as The Ninth Grade concert 
choir, Adelettes, Chamber, Vocal Jazz Choir, Choral Pride, and Choral. 
The opening song was a modified version of “What Time Is It” from 
High School Musical. Syosset Students changed the original lyrics from 
“What time is it? Summer time! It’s our vacation” to “What time is it, 
cabaret time! A celebration!” Thanks to our creative Syosset Students, 
so much was accomplished and the crowd went wild. This song brought 
energy to the crowd and smiles to every student’s face. There was even 
choreography created by upperclassmen to go along with this song. 
    After the first song was performed,  a duet followedand after that many 
other amazing performances. While interviewing Ash Arora, a Syos-
set mom, she said, “Every single performance was mind blowing, but 

one girl really stood out.  Simreen Kalra ended the first act and sang “I 
Will Survive” by Gloria Gaynor. Her powerful voice left me in awe and 
I could not believe she was only in tenth grade.” Another person inter-
viewed was Kumar Pindiprolu who said, “I was very impressed with 
the talent coming out of Syosset, the overall arts program was amaz-
ing and I think Mrs. Howell is doing a wonderful job.” Pindiprolu is a 
Syosset High School alumni and he mentioned how the arts program has 
grown so much along with the talent since he graduated from Syosset. 
     The Second Act opened with “Circle of Life” from the Lion King, per-
formed once again by all the choirs.  One person that stood out to many 
parents and students was Talia Schatz. This student has performed in 
Cabaret since freshman year. This year she sang “The Wizard and I” from 
Wicked. Some things said about Talia from a numerous amount of parents 
was the power in her voice. The way she expressed herself and showed a 
passion for singing left everyone in shock. She has so much talent and re-
ally expressed it that night.  Cabaret Night showed the audience how many 
skills such young people obtain and united Syoset singers in one show. 
       Cabaret Night was such a fun night filled with food, entertainment, and 
joy. The night opened up so many peoples eyes to the talent and diversity 
that Syosset High School brings and it was definitely a night to remember. 

 Like My Recent?
Emma Blau

Entertainment Editor
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      Since July of 2019, Instagram has been experi-
menting with the concept of removing “likes” on 
posts in countries like Italy, Ireland, Brazil, Aus-
tralia, and Canada. Instagram CEO Adam Mosseri 
recently announced that this experiment will now 
be extended to the United States. With this experi-
ment, not every user will be losing their likes, only 
the ones who are randomly selected for this test.
     Instagram says that the reason for its experiment 
is that it fears that users are becoming too focused 
on the number of likes that their posts get, instead 
of posting photos and videos as a fun way to update 
friends on their lives. Sometimes users will even 
delete photos that they feel do not get enough likes. 
This spotlight on the number of likes is suppos-
edly leading to an increase in mental health issues. 
Instagram claims to be invested in what is best for 
their users, and mental health is a current priority. 
With the update, only the user can see the number 
of likes that they get on a photo. Without the con-
cern about the number of likes gotten, users can 
concentrate on their posts and interacting with the 
app, and followers can focus on what their friends 

share, not the number of likes.
      Social media influencers and celebrities report-
edly worry that getting rid of likes will hurt their 
careers, and have supposedly expressed their fear 
to the creators and managers of Instagram.  Ins-
tagram replied that they will do what benefits the 
majority of their users, even if it overall hurts their 
business. 
      In addition to Instagram, there are questions 
of how other social media platforms are impact-
ing user’s mental health. In addition to worrying 
about if their amount of likes gotten on Instagram 
is “enough”, social media users are also focused 
on other arbitrary issues, such as how many views 
they get on their Snapchat “stories”, or the number 
of retweets they get on their Twitter posts. When 
asked about how social media impacts teenager’s 
mental health, an anonymous Syosset student re-
plied, “I think that it definitely affects us. When we 
are all surrounded by social media and the expecta-
tions that it creates, it is hard not to care about what 
other people think, which consequently impacts 
our mental health and lowers our self-esteem.” 

This comment about social media impacting self-
esteem is especially prevalent among teens. 
      A recent report from the UK’s Royal Society for 
Public Health (RSPH), suggested that social me-
dia provides a negative impact on body image, and 
may lead to anxiety, depression, and feelings of 
loneliness. If Instagram takes away likes, the hope 
is that these negative effects will be reduced, and 
Instagram will become a more positive and com-
fortable environment for all users

www.cnn.com



     In 2019, Disney announced to their 
millions of fans globewide that they 
would soon release a streaming ser-
vice with all of the classic and popu-
lar Disney shows and movies that the 
company has produced. Disney lovers 
expressed excitement and anticipation 
across all social media platforms, as they 
prepared to relive parts of their child-
hood through these films and shows. 
     The streaming service became avail-
able to the public as of November 12, 
2019, and within minutes of the launch, 
the service crashed due to an overwhelm-
ing demand from prospective customers. 
Not only does Disney Plus include Dis-
ney productions, it also includes Pixar, 
Marvel Studios, Star Wars, and Nation-
al Geographic productions as well. To 
gain access to Disney Plus and all of its 
shows, the fee is $6.99 a month or, $12.99 
a month for Disney Plus along with 
Hulu and ESPN Plus. New members get 
their first month free to test the service.
     Some of the shows and movies of-
fered on Disney Plus are Lizzie McGuire, 
High School Musical, and Phineas and 

Ferb. Disney Plus is an ad free ser-
vice, adding to the positive feedback 
from fans. Since its launch, Disney 
Plus has gained about 15 million mem-
bers, and the numbers are still growing. 
      Disney Plus is putting up a tough 
battle for their competitors. Disney mov-
ies and shows are slowly getting re-
moved from other streaming services 
such as Netflix. In retaliation, Netflix 
has started to add Nickelodeon shows 
and movies onto their film selection 
in order to compete with Disney Plus.
     Due to the great success of the launch-
ing of Disney Plus, Disney’s stock has 
spiked as much as 4.4%.  Even prior to 
the launch of Disney Plus, the stock to 
increase by 31%, because investors were 
confident that it would be a success.
     Since the launch of Disney Plus, there 
has been mostly positive feedback. Most 
likely, the popularity of this new stream-
ing service is not going to decrease any-
time soon, as more and more enthusiastic 
Disney fans continue to join the service.

Disney Plus Gives Other Streaming 
Services a Run For Their Money

Julia Schenone
Staff Writer

     It is no doubt that the original Frozen movie, released in 2013, was a hit. 
With its incredible soundtrack, featuring hit songs such as “Let it Go” and 
“Do You Want to Build a Snowman?”, funny characters, and heart-throb-
bing story, the Disney movie quickly became a classic. In fact, Frozen be-
came the most successful animated movie of all time. The movie also be-
came a huge money-making franchise: books were made, dolls were created, 
nail polishes were sold. Even a Broadway play was based off of the story..  
     Now, six years later, a sequel will finally be released. Although the official re-
lease date is November 22nd, 2019, critics have already shared their opinions on 
the movie. Frozen 2 is currently at 81% rotten tomatoes on the “Tomatometer” 
scale. This means that 81% of critics had positive reviews of the film. The New 
York Post exclaimed, “The second ‘Frozen’ is even better than the first, with daz-
zling animation and a more mature and tuneful score”. However, some reviews 
emphasized that the second movie does not compare to the original. Associated 
Press said, “Well, it’s got quality, and it’s got quantity (how many animators are 
listed in those closing credits?) It just doesn’t have the exciting, lightning-in-a-
bottle feel that the wonderful original had. Perhaps that was too much to ask?” 
     Singers Idina Menzel (a former Syosset student) and Kristin Bell, who 
starred in the first Frozen, once again return to the spotlight. The entire 
soundtrack of Frozen 2 was recently released to the public, and can be found 
on the music app Spotify. Several songs such as “Lost in the Woods”, “Show 

Yourself”, and “The Next Right Thing” are bound to be successful. Despite 
its release, critics say that some of the songs may spoil the plot of the film, 
and it is recommended to see the film before listening to the soundtrack.
     A theme that is expressed throughout the sequel is about growing up, and 
how one should take responsibility not only for their actions, but also for 
making things right with others, letting go of the past, and forgiveness. A 
great change in characters are seen throughout the film, especially in Olaf.
     With an interesting plot, fun characters, catchy songs, and an impor-
tant underlying theme, Frozen 2 looks like it will be a huge success! 

Will the Sequel Live up to its Expectations?
Lauren Graziosi

Staff Writer
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The House is No Longer Full
Lara Kitograd
Staff Writer

      Fuller House is a spin-off of 
the popular American sitcom show 
Full House, which aired from 
1987 to 1995. The original show  
is about how a widower, Danny 
Tanner, raises his three daughters 
with the assistance of his brother-
in-law and his best friend.  De-
spite the end of the show, the les-
sons and beloved characters were 
never forgotten, and many of them 
have now returned in the show’s 
spin-off. In Fuller House, Danny 
Tanner’s now grown-up daughters 
-Michelle, Stepahnie and D.J. - 
explore the mysteries and surpris-
es of parenting, romance and life 
as adults. 
      Season five is expected to air 
in December 2019, and it was an-
nounced on the show’s Twitter ac-
count that it will be the show’s fi-
nal season. November 15th, 2019 
was the last day of filming.
      Reviews suggest that the first 
season was only successful be-
cause of the sense of nostalgia it 
provided for the older generation 
who watched the original. Many 
critics say that Full House was a 
sinking ship from its start in 2016. 
According to the analytics com-
pany known as Jumpshot, “view-
ership dropped dramatically after 
[Fuller House’s] first season”. 
Perhaps the show’s target audi-
ence simply grew up, as there was 
almost a twenty year gap between 
the airing of the two shows.
     There is some speculation as 

to why the show was cancelled, 
and though many critics believed 
that the show was unpopular, the 
show’s cancellation may be due to 
other reasons. Fuller House is a 
Netflix original series, which used 
to be one of the only available 
television streaming apps.  Nowa-
days, Netflix faces competition 
from companies such as Hulu, 
Disney, Amazon, Roku, Apple, 
Comcast, Youtube, Dish and Sling 
TV.  Due to the show’s reduced 
viewings, it is possible that Netflix 
did not want to continue financing 
the series.  Rotten Tomatoes, a 
popular and trusted critic of shows 
and movies, showed Fuller House 
with the mere rating of 34%.  One 
merciless review via Daniel Fien-
berg at The Hollywood Reporter, 
calls the show “a mawkish, grat-
ing, broadly played chip off the 
Full House block” and continues 
to argue that the original show was 
no better.
     Despite the show’s display of 
heartwarming family dynamics 
and its broadcasting of important 
messages about growing up and 
parenting, is likely that the main 
appeal of Fuller House was get-
ting to see much of the original  
cast back together again. 

https://movies.disney.sg
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     President Trump claims, the “deep state” is alive and well. However, 
contrary to his claims of it being a sinister clique of masterminds deter-
mined to sabotage the Trump agenda, the deep state is actually a collec-
tion of public servants protecting democracy. America’s merit-based civil 
service was created with limiting corruption in mind. Recently, this check 
on executive power has been tested by President Trump’s disparagement 
of America’s public servants.
     After Andrew Jackson placed his party’s officials at the top of the civil 
bureaucracy and Ulysses S. Grant’s corrupted officials were indicted one 
after another, Theodore Roosevelt implemented civil service laws in both 
federal and New York state governments that pushed to eradicate the cor-
ruption of the Gilded Age, a time of massive monopolies and trusts. Early 
in the 20th century, the Foreign Service shifted from rich young men pay-
ing for positions to a rigorous examination, opening the door for women 
and minorities to get government jobs. As anti-establishment sentiment 
grew, the Republican party turned against the Civil Service, and budget 
cuts increased, a strong platform developed, which the Trump administra-
tion sees little value in regarding civil service meritocracy.
     America’s public servants pledge to defend the Constitutional laws of 
the United States, not the President. Due to the mutual dispute between 
many in the civil service “deep state” and himself, President Trump has 
issued a court-blocked travel ban without consulting Justice or the Home-
land Security Department, promised to remove LGBTQ service members 
from the military without informing the Pentagon, and threatened to de-
stroy North Korea without foreign policy specialists. Trump has ignored 
the highly qualified “deep state” and circumvented its expertise. 

     The Civil Service has not responded to their belittlement kindly. Re-
cently, American Delta Force operators, part of the military “deep state”, 
have killed ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi in Syria, where President 
Trump issued an executive order withdrawing troops from Syria a week 
earlier. Despite this, the Pentagon regarded killing ISIS’s leader as far 
better for America’s national security than staying out of Syria as Trump 
ordered. Just days after, many career diplomats testified before the House 
Intelligence committee, backing the claim that Trump violated the law by 
giving aid to Ukraine to investigate his political opponents. The White 
House had explicitly ordered these bureaucrats to not testify. Due to the 
testimonies of the so called “deep state” bureaucracy, the House Demo-
crats have made an impeachment inquiry into Trump’s violation of the 
law.
    Since the “deep state” obeys the Constitution, it exists to serve the 
people, not the President. Trump does not seem to understand this and 
has tried to manipulate America’s Civil Service bureaucracy according to 
his needs. Many people in America’s bureaucracy have chosen to uphold 
American laws, as opposed to the President’s whims. Even when Trump 
has and continues to threaten bureaucrats with removal for not following 
his orders, they continue to fight for the interest of the American people. 

www.study.com

www.bustle.com

     Should Syosset High School start later than 
it currently does?  Syosset High School starts 
at approximately 7:39am. It is argued by many 
students and parents that the elementary school 
should start earlier and high school should 
start later. Elementary school students don’t 
have to be up late studying for an exam and 
they have the privilege of waking up later than 
high school students. The elementary schools 
in Syosset start at 9:00 am and since most chil-
dren around that age go to sleep before 10:00, 
they are getting around eleven hours of sleep. 
     Lots of teens in Syosset High School are an-
gry because Jericho starts at 9 am and we still 
start at 7:39am. Jericho students have an ad-
vantage over Syosset students because of the 
fact that they get more sleep. More sleep gives 
people better time management and which 
can lead to more organiztion and help you 
during ones high school experience. Syosset 
and Jericho are constantly compared when it 
comes to level of academics, sports, teams, 
and clubs. A freshman student said, “Jericho 

has an advantage over us because they start 
school later leading them to have more sleep. 
Teachers say the more sleep you get, the bet-
ter your grades are.” Not only will more sleep 
benefit grades, but also lower the rate of coffee 
addiction. If your getting a good night’s sleep, 
what’s the need for coffee to keep you awake? 
Less people drinking coffee will lead to better 
health and less teens getting addicted to coffee 
at such a young age. 
     However, there is another side that can 
be argued in this debate. Even though some 
can argue an hour doesn’t have much of an 
impact, it really does. That extra hour of sleep 
can really help as the day progresses. Since 
Syosset starts earlier, it also ends earlier. This 
is beneficial to our students because they can 
get home early and have an hour or so of free 
time and they’re able to decompress without 
having to worry about not having enough time 
to do homework or study. As a result, it can be 
assumed that our school time will end earlier 
than Jericho, once again leaving us more time 

to get things done and be productive.
     As shown throughout this article, there 
are many ways in which one can argue what 
time Syosset High School should start. But the 
only reason we are even having this debate is 
to benefit our students and possibly even the 
staff. More sleep can also leave people in posi-
tive moods which not only affects their social 
life, but mental health along with it. A positive 
attitude can start your day fresh and affect the 
people around you. One happy person leads to 
other happy people and overall a happy and
healthy environment.
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       Junior Day is a tradition created for Syosset students to develop a 
stronger sense of both community and self. It is an opportunity for peo-
ple to share their thoughts and experiences,  allowing them to connect 
with fellow students. Along the way, students hopefully learn to be more 
aware of the struggles that others may face. Whether it fully succeeds in 
this effort or not, Junior Day is an experience vital to Syosset students.
     There are several Junior Days per year, splitting the junior class 
up  by health teacher for each day.  I went to the first Junior Day of 
the year, unsure of what to expect. In the morning, students filed into 
the auxiliary gym, applying their name tags onto their shirts and chat-
ting in clusters, amongst those they already knew. I glanced around 
the gym and found it amusing that people had already splintered 
off into separate groups, contrary to the entire purpose of the day - to 
bring people together. I wondered if anything would change afterward. 
       I had heard vague stories about Junior Day. In my freshman year, 
I remember a junior declared “Oh, I cried,” when I asked about Junior 
Day. When I naturally inquired as to what exactly was said, she refused to 
let another word slip. I wondered what could possibly have the capacity 
to induce such contagious secrecy and emotion among its participants? 
     As I walked into my own Junior Day only mildly inquisitive and without 
particularly high expectations I, in all honesty, had pretty low expectations 
of how honest and open teenagers could be with each other.   I was surprised. 
     The day opened with ice breakers. After everyone had tensely awaited 
the event to begin, the icebreakers effectively helped everyone relax, as 
cheesy as they were. After a few games, people were laughing. But the 
day quickly turned solemn when students were randomly put into small 
groups and started sharing personal stories and experiences of hurt or 
struggle. Quite a few students cried during this activity. The next activity, 
called “cross the line”, allowed students to see that they were not alone 
in their struggles and that many others dealt with pain in life as well.  
     I left Junior Day shell-shocked, my mind whirling with the stories I had 
heard. Junior Day finished before ninth period and students at Junior Day 
are allowed to have ninth period off, to allow for time to reflect and process. 
As we all left the auxiliary gym, students started reforming the friend groups 
they had entered with, but a little different this time: quieter, more thoughtful. 
     On the whole, while at Junior Day, I was pleasantly surprised to see the 

readiness of some of the students to share their stories. Yet, this willing 
vulnerability was juxtaposed by the many students who opted not to wear 
their Junior Day shirts the next day. The shirts were intended as symbols 
of solidarity, to silently signify the unexpected bonds that had formed.
      But to my disappointment, the simple gesture was incomplete, as if 
Junior Day had never happened at all. It was as if the message of Junior 
Day existed solely in the auxiliary gym, at that specific moment in time. It 
was as if with the new day, and a renewed emotional state, students on the 
whole pretended that it had never happened. When talking about Junior 
Day in health class, one student expressed frustration at this phenomenon. 
     And yet, Junior Day is undeniably beneficial and a worthwhile ex-
perience. Although people may not outwardly show the impact Ju-
nior Day had on them, the stories we shared were memorable, leav-
ing an impact in the minds of some, if not most, students. An impact 
on even just a few students makes it all worthwhile, and the con-
tinuation of the program pays tribute to the necessity of that.

SUDUKO

     Last year, the Girls Varsity Basketball team had a very exciting season 
going 19-2 and making it all the way to the county finals. They are gear-
ing up for another great run this year and hoping for a rematch against 
Baldwin in the finals. So far this preseason they are on track to have a 
tremendously successful season.
     It goes without saying that moving forward without graduate Rachel 
Mahler is going to be challenging. Rachel who is now playing Division 
III basketball at Washington University was a huge part of the team both 
offensively and defensively. Her departure leaves some big shoes to fill. 
Fortunately, the team still has some incredible talent who will do what-
ever it takes to make this season a winning one.
     While there are many other teams in the conference with great basket-
ball players what makes Syosset’s Varsity Team different is that our girls 
are not just basketball players, but are tremendous and versatile athletes. 
Their athleticism enhances what they are able to accomplish with their 
basketball skills. 
     Every girl on this team is committed to doing whatever it takes to help 
the team win. Each girl is willing and able to play multiple positions and 
does so without complaint knowing that team comes first. That says a lot 
when you look at the accolades that many of the players have received. 
Most recently Kendall Halpern and Lilah Grubman were recognized as 
two of the top players in Nassau County having been selected to multiple 
All-Star and All-State teams. Charlotte Twohig just committed to play-
ing basketball at Mt. St. Mary’s and Kendall Halpern, lacrosse at North-

western University. Then there is our secret weapon Caroline Ruggiero. 
Though she is unassuming and has a gentle touch, Caroline is someone 
to watch this season. She is extraordinarily gifted at reading the ball, re-
bounding and scoring.  
     Another aspect of the team’s success is the incredible commitment 
from the coaching staff. The season starts long before tryouts are even on 
the calendar with careful consideration being given to who the competi-
tion will be and how to best defeat them. Coach Ferreira will mold this 
year’s team to once again be a force to be reckoned with. Coach expects 
the team to work hard, be dedicated, be adaptable and to improve each 
time they set foot on the court; all of the girls put in the necessary effort to 
meet or exceed his expectations. 
     We are all looking forward to a great season, Go Braves!

Photo credit: @syosset_basketball
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      The Syosset Varsity Kick-
line team hosted a clinic on 
Saturday, November 16 at Vil-
lage Elementary School. This 
clinic was held to help the team 
raise money for the team to at-
tend nationals, which will take 
place in Orlando, Florida this 
March. The team performs at 
Syosset football and basket-
ball games, and competes in 
other competitions as well. 
Also at a fundraising clinic, 
students from elementary and 
middle school came and were 
taught various forms of dance 
by members from the Syosset 
Varsity kickline team. During 
the clinic, the members of the 
varsity team taught the danc-
ers a kickline and jazz dance 
routine. The dancers were able 
to learn about the varsity kick-
line team and look up to the 
members of the team. After the 
dancers were taught the cho-
reography for each dance and 
rehearsed it, a performance 
was held for the dancers’ fami-
lies to demonstrate the skills 
and new techniques from the 
clinic. At the end of the event, 
each of the dancers who at-

tended were given a Syosset 
Varsity Kickline item to keep. 
          At check in of the event, 
there were raffle tickets for 
sale. The different raffle priz-
es including gift cards to lo-
cal stores like Ralph’s, Soul 
Cycle, Bounce, and a variety 
of different clothing stores. 
The varsity kickline team cap-
tains, Jenna Seitler, Jordyn 
Weinstein, Tallie Rosenthal, 
Amanda Goncalves, and Jillian 
Miller said, “We would like to 
thank everyone who came to 
help us fundraise for Nation-
als which will take place in 
March in Orlando, Florida!”. 
        The team has held several 
other fundraisers throughout 
the year, which are essential 
for them to attend nationals. 
Earlier this year the team sold 
Syosset phone pockets, raffle 
tickets, and held bake sales to 
contribute to their collective 
funds. Another upcoming fun-
draiser the team is holding is a 
selling a card that has discounts 
to a variety of local stores. All 
of the participation in these 
fundraising events are impor-
tant to help support the team.  

        The Girls Varsity Volleyball 
team aced their season this year 
with a new record for team in the 
school’s history as runner-uppers 
for the County Championship. 
With an overall record of 14-3 
and a Conference record of 12-2 
of wins and losses, respectively, 
it’s no wonder the this years 
team came out on top. Their 
overall scores for both non con-
ference and conference games 
are apparent when looking into 
the team’s statistics. In the cat-
egories of kills (when the oppos-
ing team is unable to return the 
ball), blocks, assists, and aces, 
Syosset is always represented in 
the list by a team member. Erica 
and Rachel Borzone represent 
Syosset as kill leaders, Brooke 
Gehrke can be found as a blocks 
leader, and Jennifer Koestner 
represents both assists and aces.
        This season, the team has 
also succeeded in overcoming 
competitors that they may have 
lost to in the previous season. For 
example, while the team lost to 
Massapequa, Farmingdale, and 
Plainview last season with an 
overall score of 7-7 and Confer-
ence score of 7-6, the only team 
of the aforementioned three to 
still pose as a barrier for Syos-
set is Massapequa. This season, 
Syosset played against Farming-
dale and Plainview twice each, 
all of which resulted in Syos-
set’s victory. Specifically, Syos-
set beat Farmingdale with scores 
of 3-1 and 3-0 on their first and 
second games against each other 

respectively, while Syosset beat 
Plainview with scores of 3-0 
and 3-1 for their first and second 
games, respectively. However, 
Massapequa still poses as a chal-
lenge against Syosset with all 
three games, with the last game 
deciding Syosset’s final stand-
ing, resulting in losses. Each 
of Syosset’s matchups against 
Massapequa ended in scores of 
0-3, with winning streaks be-
tween each game of 4 or 5 games.
        The team’s optimism for 
an even better season next year 
is not diminished, however, and 
continues to thrive after their 
final standing as Conference 
runner-uppers and new school 
record. Junior Jennifer Koestner 
explains the team’s dynamic as 
“determined yet supportive” and 
Junior Constantina Economou 
describes it as “hard working 
and dependent on each player 
on the team”. These thoughts 
also coincide with Senior Kayla 
Gulmi, who looks back on the 
team as “an unforgettable ex-
perience during high school”. 
        It can be seen that the Girls 
Volleyball team has been able 
to embody the symbol of the 
Braves through their hard work, 
perseverance, and growingly 
impressive record. Congrats to 
the team and we can’t wait to see 
you as Conference Champions!

Photo credit: 
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the November issue 
should be credited to 

Zulfi Rivzi.


